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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. SS3 

Switzerland. Among the great divines of Switzerland they not only became more 
deeply rooted in the doctrinal system which goes under the name of Calvin, but 
they likewise beheld with approbation the simpler, more popular, and, as they 
believed, more scriptural systems of church government which prevailed in the 
Swiss churches." 

It is interesting to go back and trace the causes which, in the remote past, had 
so much influence in shaping the outward forms of religion in our country. What- 
ever may be objected to the Puritans, it is certain that on this side of the world 
the vast majority of Christian congregations are still under the influence of their 
opinions and principles to a very great extent. It is impossible for us to under- 
stand ourselves, or to know our own origin and history as a people, without an ac- 
quaintance with the great struggle for liberty of conscience in England and on 
the continent of Europe in the century preceding the first settlements in New Eng- 
land. When the Puritans in th e reign of James I. humbly demanded liberty in 
regard to genuflections, white surplices, and other matters of ritual, and the king 
replied that if they did not conform he would hurry them out of the country, 
neither he nor they could foresee the marvelous consequences which were to follow 
such oppressive measures in the spread of Puritanism in the Western Hemisphere. 

The WfsSminster Assembly of Divines and the origin of the Confession of 
Faith held by the Presbyterian Churches of this country form part of this his- 
tory, as also the sequestration of Episcopal clergymen during the protectorate, 
when the Puritans were in the ascendency for a time. Dr. Stowell gives an im- 
partial record of these things, as also of the odious Act of Uniformity which 
drove the Puritans as a body from the Church of England, and practically gave 
rise to British Non-Conformity. 

The leading facts connected with the Pilgrim Fathers are well-known, and it 
it only necessary to add that Mr. Wilson gathered them together with great' care 
and presented them to the world in a few compact and graphic chapters. 

VI. 

"APRIL HOPES"— A NOVEL. 

Notwithstanding the frivolous, morbid, and introspective women, and the 
weak, ignoble, unreliable men who figure so largely in his imaginative works, Mr. 
Hcwells has such rarely keen powers of observation in human affairs, and espe- 
cially in feminine human affairs, and so much of witty appreciativeness in his con- 
ceptions, that no one who enjoys a bright book can afford to leave one of his novels 
unread. In " April Hopes,"* the vicis-itudes in the love affairs of Miss Alice 
Pasmer and Mr. Dan Mavering form the pivotal point of the story, and we are 
treated to a minute analysis of the operations in what might be termed Miss Pas- 
mer's mind, could such a quantity be imagined. The opening description of a 
Harvard class day, on which occasion the principal characters first meet, is 
capitally done, and will transport each Cantabrigian back to the festivities of his 
own particular graduation. The Professor's wife is well drawn in Mrs. Saints- 
bury, who is " one of those women whom everything reminds of their husbands." 

There is a fine study of a disappointed lover in the sketch of Dan, after his 
first rejection (for there were several) by Alice. He goes to his state-room and 
" lets his misery roll over him. It washed him to and fro, one gall of shame, of 
self -accusal, of bitterness, from head to foot." He dramatizes conversations and 
determines " to spend the miserable remnant of his life in going about doing 

* "April Hopes." By "W. B. Howells. Harper & Brothers. 
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good." But at the first smile from a pretty woman his spirits grow visibly lighter. 
The Pasmers are types of a recoenizable class. When Dan calls to asks consent to 
his marriage, Mr. Pasmer " from time to time looked about with the vague glance 
of a man unused to being so long left to his own guidance, and one of these appeals 
seemed at last to bring Mrs. Pasmer through the door, to the relief of both the 
men, for they had improvidently despatched their business and were getting out of 
talk. Mr. Pasmer had, in fact, already asked Dan about the weather outside 
when his wife appeared." The scene after Dan's father and sister have paid the 
Pasmers an official call, following the betrothal, is one of the best things in the 
book. Dan impatiently awaits the family criticisms. He is " depressed with a 
certain sense of Alice's father and mother which seemed to have imparted itself to 
him from the others." The sister's raillery, Dan's fury, and the final conclusion, 
"to make the best of it," are true to nature. "I think the family are well 
enough," says Eunice Mavering ; " Mrs. Pasmer is thoroughly harmless, and Mr. 
Pasmer is a most dignified personage ; his eyebrows alone are worth the price of 
admission." Nothing in Mr. Howell's previous novels has equaled the imbecility 
of the lovers' interview after their first reconciliation. If the average Boston girl 
is the slave of her ideals to the extent here discovered in Alice Pasmer, let Mr. 
Howells hereafter seek his heroines elsewhere. Whatever her faults, the New 
York girl, at least, is aot devoured by her unwholesome notions, nor is she morbid. 
On the whole, the novel is much pleasancer reading than most of the author's re- 
cent works, and ends happily in ending so soon. One closes the book picturing all 
the wretched misunderstandings and the petty jealousies which are pretty sure to 
follow a match which is so evidently a " misfit." 

VII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

An ingenious contribution to the Bacon-Shakespeare literature* comes to us 
across the continent with the title of " Bacon and Shakespeare in the Sonnets." 
By a somewhat circuitous and decidedly original process of reasoning, the son- 
nets are made to tell the true history of the dramas, with the reasons why their 
authorship was concealed. The curious reader will be able to judge for himself 
concerning the plausibility of the scheme by means of the key which we subjoin : 

I, My, Mine, Me Impersonation of Bacon in person. 

Myself " " " Bacon as author. 

My Love " " " The dramas. 

My Friend " " "Shakespeare. 

My Mistress " " "Tragedy. 

Thouand Thine " '* "Truth. 

Thy and Thee " " " Thought in the abstract 

Thyself " " " Thought in delineation. 

You and Your " " " Beauty in the abstract. 

Yourself " " " Beauty in delineation. 

Sonnets 18 to 87 inclusive, by this application, are supposed to describe 
Bacon's literary work ; 88, 89 and 90 express his fears lest he should be discovered 
as a writer of dramas ; in 133 to 137, he abandons all interest in the dramas in 
Shakespeare's favor, and enjoins the strictest secrecy concerning his poetical 
work, in order that he may obtain a public office. 

* " Bacon and Shakespeare in the Sonnets." By H. L. Hosmer. The Bancroft Company. San 
Francisco. 



